
§ 1432. Length of vehicles 

(a) Operation of vehicles with or without a trailer or semitrailer. No motor vehicle without a trailer or 

semitrailer attached, which is longer than 46 feet overall, shall be operated upon any highway except 

under special permission from the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. A motor vehicle with a trailer or 

semitrailer shall be operated, with regard to the length of the vehicle, pursuant to this section. If 

there is a trailer or semitrailer, the distance between the kingpin of the semitrailer to the center of 

the rearmost axle group shall not exceed 41 feet. An "axle group" is defined as two or more axles 

where the centers of all the axles are spaced at an equal distance apart. 

(1) Vehicles with a trailer or semitrailer not exceeding 75 feet. If the overall length of a vehicle with a 

trailer or semitrailer does not exceed 75 feet, it may be operated without a permit. 

(2) A receiver or shipper of goods located in Vermont may request from the Agency of Transportation 

access to a State highway for a commercial motor vehicle where the overall length exceeds 75 feet. If 

the total vehicle length is in excess of 75 feet or the distance from the steering axle to the rearmost 

tractor axle is longer than 25 feet, a permit may be requested from the Commissioner. In that event, the 

Agency of Transportation shall review the route or routes requested, making its determination for 

approval based on safety and engineering considerations, after considering input from local government 

and regional planning commissions or the metropolitan planning organization. The Agency shall 

maintain consistency in its application of acceptable highway geometry when approving other routes. 

The Agency may authorize safety precautions on these highways, if warranted, which shall include 

precautionary signage, intelligent transportation system signage, special speed limits, and use of flashing 

lights. 

(3) Vehicles with a trailer or semitrailer longer than 75 feet. If the overall length of a vehicle with a 

trailer or semitrailer is longer than 75 feet, a permit may be issued pursuant to subdivision 1402(b)(1) of 

this title. 

(b) Rear-end protective devices on trailers. A trailer or semitrailer not in excess of 53 feet may be 

operated provided the semitrailer is equipped with a rear-end protective device of substantial 

construction consisting of a continuous lateral beam extending to within four inches of the lateral 

extremities of the semitrailer and located not more than 22 inches from the surface as measured with 

the vehicle empty and on a level surface. 

(c) Operation on U.S. Route 4. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, vehicles with a trailer or 

semitrailer that are longer than 68 feet but not longer than 75 feet may be operated with a single or 

multiple trip overlength permit issued at no cost by the Department of Motor Vehicles or, for a fee, by 

an entity authorized in subsection 1400(d) of this title on U.S. Route 4 from the New Hampshire state 

line to the junction of VT Route 100 south, provided the distance from the kingpin of the semitrailer to 

the center of the rearmost axle group is not greater than 41 feet. 

(d) Operation of pole semitrailers.   * * * 

(e) Operation on Interstate highways.   * * * 

 

 


